Themes Identified for 1812 Bicentennial Celebrations

At the conclusion of a June exercise for the 2012 Celebrations Group, we reviewed the
input of participants, looking for themes. We found a great many instance when
‘structures (current and new)/places’ were identified along with numerous ideas and
projects that already do, or have the potential to do, a great job of connecting with
public interest in celebrating the Bicentennial of the War of 1812.

We have pulled those from the grand manuscript and set them out here — in no order of
priority or importance. We hope, that as visitors to the website review them, they are
inspired to offer more ideas; to offer suggestions around the ideas and concepts listed
here; to offer to get involved in making some of these ideas come to life.

Remember — this is raw information — it is not refined in any way, nor is it reshaped by
the facilitator. It is the input of participants from the 2012 Celebrations Group.

We hope it incites interest, energy and passion in those who peruse it.

Structures/Places

Light and sound show —i.e. Verdun Fr, performances in a quarry at 10:30pm
Local theatre groups — moments in history — vignettes
Art in historical places — collaboration between historic sites and arts groups
Commission works — long term project
Queenston/Lewiston Bridge — new plaza — obelisk
Museum — Table Rock featuring 1812
Commemorate Battle of Cook’s Mill — Shorthills - monument or plaque
1812 float for Rose Bowl Parade
1812 pavilion at the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver
monuments/cairns — along Parkway — at battlegrounds
Highway 405 renamed Sir Isaac Brock Freeway (this IS going to happen this fall)
Recreation — diorama
Billboards — 200 years of peace
Lundy’s Lane Historical Plan
0 Battle of Lundy’s Lane Interactive Centre — city of Niagara Falls initiative in
the planning stages
0 Build on Lundy’s Lane
o Open and clean up current sites — Brock Monument
0 Improvement to existing buildings
o Discovery Train
o Historic sites — Genessee County Village
o Permanent 1812 development (think Gettysburg)
0 Permanent War of 1812 site — national visitors’ centre
o Legacy of a Peace Park
o Art Centre Development
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Niagara College computer design facility
Museum exhibits
Inter-regional transportation connection
0 Niagara-GTA corridor/GO service
0 Bi-national transportation plan
0 Bi-national transportation system — continuous public transportation
0 Transportation — public transit
Economic gateway zone — Welland economic zone
Border improvements
mid-pen corridor
Cross border ferry
Water taxi — NotL
Niagara Falls convention centre
Balls Falls Centre
Darwin Martin House renovation
US highway 219 development
Niagara Experience Centre — Fort Niagara Experience Centre — interpretive centres
Niagara College Destination Plan/Integrative Centre (academic involvement)
New Lewiston Hotel
Buffalo waterfront redevelopment
Niagara Falls Ont and NY — downtown revitalization
Greenbelt trail - US Greenway (priorities to fit bi-centennial master plan)
Niagara Falls/Buffalo/NotL airports
Peace Bridge
0 Peace Bridge Aboriginal Centre
Bruce Trail expansion
Fort Erie (old fort) improvements
Fort Erie Visitor Centre
Facilities for visitor comfort (bathrooms, parking, hotel)
One central resource centre — website — 1812.com, transportation, maps and
communication links - branding



